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Report 2007

2007 marked the second full year of operation of Sound & Vision, the Broadcasting
Funding Scheme. Having operated two funding rounds for radio and television
in the course of 2006, there was much to be learned from the experience. In
2007 radio and television rounds were separated out, which facilitated a quicker
turnaround time, to the benefit of producers and broadcasters alike.

From an application perspective it was an exceptionally busy year. Decisions on
three radio and two television rounds were announced in 2007, with a further
decision for round 6 in television expected in early 2008. 622 applications were
received and assessed during the course of the year and just under €21million
was allocated to radio and television programmes covering the general themes of
Irish culture, heritage and experience; adult literacy; and such programmes in the
Irish language.

In all, since the Scheme’s inception, €46.2m has been allocated in funding,
for the production of 490 radio and television projects, which meet the criteria
of the scheme. This report gives a short overview of the work undertaken in
2007, in managing each of the elements of Sound & Vision, the Broadcasting
Funding Scheme.

www.Dbci.ie/broadcast_funding_scheme 3



Jack Doyle: A Legend Lost, Mint Productions

Television

Of the 252 applications received for television in 2007, almost one third were for
Irish or bilingual programmes, covering a wide variety of genres. Documentary
programmes continued to represent the largest number of those received, with
historical documentaries to the fore within this genre. Other substantial allocations
included drama/feature, entertainment/magazine programmes, animation and
drama series.

Funding Highlights

From a funding perspective, there were a number of projects of note: ‘Ballybraddan’,
a bilingual children’s animation series; ‘An G-Scéal’, a history of the Irish
language and; “The Bureau’, a profile of the Criminal Assets Bureau. Other notable
productions included ‘Winning Women’; a profile of young Irish sportswomen
and ‘Northside Focus’; a local magazine style series for Dublin.

Four of the feature films which received funding in 2007 also began production
this year: ‘Kisses’, ‘Alarm’, ‘The Daisy Chain’ and ‘Hunger’. These productions
will have a theatrical and broadcast release during 2008.

www.bci.ie/broadcast_funding_scheme 5
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Broadcast Highlights

Some of the broadcast highlights of 2007 included ‘The Running Mate’, an Irish
language political drama series, which received numerous nominations for the
2008 Irish Film and Television Awards (IFTA’s). “Cré na Cille”, a feature film
based on Méirtin O Cadhain’s novel, had its television world premiere on TG4 on
St. Stephen’s day 2007. The second series of “Aifric”, the acclaimed Irish language
drama, commenced broadcasting in Autumn 2007, while the first series of this
teen soap continued to attract many awards at various festivals throughout the
year including an IFTA for the best children’s/youth programme.

Other notable broadcasts in 2007 included the pre-school animation series ‘Fluffy
Gardens’; ‘Red Mist’, a documentary about Ireland’s Saipan experience and;
‘Grassroots of the GAA’, a 6 part series on the local appeal of the association.

Festivals & Awards

Many documentaries funded by Sound & Vision were featured at key Irish
documentary festivals in Ireland, including the Guth Gafa documentary film
festival in Donegal, and the Stranger than Fiction Festival in Dublin. ‘Ar Lorg
Shorcha’, an arts documentary based upon the life of singer/writer Sorcha Ni
Ghuairim, received the television programme of the year award at Oireachtas na
Gaeilge, while ‘Fear Na nOilean’ won the Spirit of the Festival award at the Celtic
Media Festival. Three documentary programmes supported by Sound & Vision
formed part of the Arts Lives strand on RTE during the year.

Four feature films which received support from Sound & Vision were released in
2007 and went on to win numerous awards. ‘32A’, a film following the story of
a young girl’s coming of age, was voted best First Feature Film at the Galway
Film Fleadh. ‘Garage’, a tragic comedy starring Pat Shortt and set in a small
midlands village, has won numerous international awards, including the CICAE
Award at the Director’s Fortnight at Cannes. “Kings”, the story of a group of Irish

speaking men from Connemara who emigrated to London, was officially selected
for submission to the 8oth Academy Awards for the ‘Best Foreign Language
Film’ category.

Television Funding-facts and figures

Documentary programmes continue to be the most popular genre for television,
with almost 60% of funding allocated to documentaries during 2007,
addressing the themes of history and heritage, music, nature, the arts, biography
and culture.

An important aspect of the 2007 funding decisions was the continued support
provided through the Sound & Vision scheme for the production of animated
programming. The BCI understands the significantly higher costs associated with
this genre and was pleased to provide funding of €1.3m to the genre. Another
welcome aspect has been the increased appearance of animated programming
now generated in Ireland and also in the Irish language.

The film sector was strongly supported through the Scheme, with seven of the
fifteen proposals received during the year receiving funding support in excess of
€2m; 15% of the total allocation across two rounds, in 2007.

34% of the television programmes funded were bilingual or in the Irish
language, which is a very positive development and marks an increase on 2006
while, at the same time, broadening the appeal of the language through quality
programme making.

An interesting development during 2007 has been the steady increase in the
number of broadcasters accessing the fund, with a total of eight broadcasters
providing letters of commitment for 100 programmes which received funding
support. These programmes have been and will be available on free-to-air basis
for Irish viewers. A further key development, from a broadcaster perspective
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during the 2007, was the provision of funding support for community television
services. Fourteen programmes on two community television services received
support, and while neither station was yet on air, the funding provided enabled
programme-making which will support the development of this important part of
the television sector.

One notable aspect of 2007, which will be significantly different from future
funding rounds, is the actual levels of funding which were allocated to TV and
radio. Since the Scheme’s inception, there has been a backlog of available funding,
which has accounted for the high levels of funding allocated to a large number of
applications in each round. By the end of 2007, this backlog had been cleared and
this will undoubtedly impact on the level of available funding for future rounds.

Table 1 — Funding for Television

. Applications Funding Successful Funding
Television . -
received Sought applications Awarded

Round 3 131 €47.8m 45 €9.49m

Round 4 121 €34.7m 55 €8.7m

Total 252 €82.5m 100 €18.19m
8
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Radio

The radio industry continued to engage strongly with the scheme in 2007
submitting a total of 370 applications. Documentaries accounted for 75% of the
total number of projects funded. The high demand for this genre is primarily
due to its fit with the objectives of the Scheme and the schedules of broadcasters.
The balance of the remaining of applications included radio drama, factual and
children’s programmes. Overall, radio productions received 13% of all funding
awarded in 2007.

In general terms, the ratio of television to radio funding per round has averaged
out at approximately 9:1. This is reflective of the costs associated with production
in each sector and is linked to the budget proposals received for projects.

Highlights & Awards

Programmes funded by the Scheme attracted very positive reviews and a number
of awards in 2007. The Radio Kerry produced ‘From Heartache to Hope —
The Story of the Jeanie Johnston’, scooped best radio drama at the PPI Radio
Awards, while ‘The Glass: One Big Blow’, by WLR FM was nominated in the
speech-based documentary category. ‘Home from Home’, a project by Sound
Woman Productions, was also broadcast as part of the Earagail Arts Festival in
Co. Donegal.
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Radio Funding-facts and figures

While documentary programmes continue to be the dominant genre receiving
funding from the BCI Sound & Vision scheme in 2007 the statistics mask the
variety of programming within the documentary category with themes as diverse
as the arts, history, nature, music, and biography, all catered for.

2007 also saw an increase in children’s programming, when compared with
20006, with 5.2% of the total fund being allocated to four programmes in this
genre. Similarly, radio drama featured strongly, with 11.3% of the total fund being
used to support 29 new programmes.

From a broadcaster perspective, there was a significant uptake of the fund from
the commercial stations at national, regional and local level, as well as from the
community stations. These broadcasters accounted for 86% of those who gave
letters of commitment to broadcast programmes funded by Sound & Vision, with
the remaining 14% being made up of public service and other broadcasters.

A key European Commission requirement of the scheme is that 25% or more of
all programmes funded are in Irish or bi-lingual. This percentage is calculated
across the year and incorporates radio and television. From a radio perspective,
13.7% of programmes funded were bi-lingual or in the Irish language.

I2

Table 2 — Funding for Radio

Applications Funding Successful Funding
Radio
received Sought applications Awarded

Round 3 €3.23m €1.14m
Round 4 116 €2.23m 70 €954k
Round 5 11y €2.02m 60 €700k
Total 370 €7.48m 205 €2.8m

Special Schemes Funding

The Broadcasting Funding Scheme also makes provision for the funding of Special
Schemes, outside of regular Sound & Vision funding rounds. Special Schemes
funding has been in place since September 2006 and initiatives funded must
meet with a range of objectives. These include the provision of programming
which is in accordance with the primary Sound & Vision scheme. There is also an
emphasis on building strong links with the broadcasting sector and with other
public service agencies, while fostering industry development. A final objective
of the Special Schemes funding is that it contains sufficient flexibility in order to
respond effectively to the needs of the broadcasting sector. 5% of the total Sound &
Vision fund per year is available to support Special Schemes. To date five Special
Schemes have received funding.

www.bci.ie/broadcast_funding_scheme 13



UAIR, a joint TG4 and Bord Scannin na hEireann/Irish Film Board initiative,
was established to develop three television drama projects suitable for production
as a single hour film in the Irish language, and the full production of one of
these programmes.

Catalyst, a joint initiative of FAS Screen Training Ireland (FAS STI), Bord Scannin
na hEireann/the Irish Film Board and Film Base, in association with TV3, was
launched in March. Screenwriters, producers and first time directors attended a
series of master classes in micro budget film production. Three projects arising
out of this initiative will go into production in Spring/Summer of 2008.

Splanc!, a series on contemporary literature in the Irish language, was co-funded
by Bord na Leabhar Gaeilge (Irish Language Books’ Board), TG4, and the BCI.

Féith is a co-production model consisting of a young adult drama series centering
on the lives of a group of performing arts students at a college in Belfast. The
initiative provided training opportunities while, at the same time, developing new
talent and was broadcast over the past few months on TG4 and on BBCNI, under
the title ‘Seacht’.

Dramarama is an initiative for radio broadcasters and independent production
companies, run in conjunction with BCI and Learning Waves. This Special Scheme
will involve a series of 2 day workshops and a follow-up seminar on writing for
radio, drama production, and applying to the Sound & Vision scheme. Dramarama
will be launched in Spring 2008.

14
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Industry Relationships

Networking continued to be a major part of the work of Sound & Vision in
2007 and is important in establishing and maintaining relationships with key
players and contributors. Developing relationships with the industry reflects the
Commission’s objectives, as reflected in its strategic plan, of operating in an open
and flexible manner. Ongoing feedback from and liaison with stakeholders and
applicants ensures that the Scheme’s processes remain consistent and fair.

Executive staff attended and presented at numerous representative events
across the country, including those run by Screen Producers Ireland (SPI), the
community representative organisation CRAOL, the Independent Broadcasters of
Ireland (IBI) and the newly formed Association of Independent Radio Producers
of Ireland (AIRPI). In addition, post round meetings take place with the main
broadcasters with a view to seeing the general trends in the industry and the
contribution being made by the Sound & Vision scheme.

The IBEC Audio Visual Federation consists of IBEC member companies involved
in Ireland’s audiovisual industry. These include broadcasters, producers,
animation studios, facilities and other organisations supporting the sector. The
BCI has been a member of this group since late 2005 and is represented on the

www.Dbci.ie/broadcast_funding_scheme Iy



Audio Visual Database Committee by a representative from the Sound & Vision
team. This economic database is for the audiovisual sector in Ireland and results
for any one year are published in an annual report. Input on funding allocated
from Sound &Vision is included in the data and this gives a fuller picture of the
growth and development within the sector and the BCI’s role in facilitating this.

Other activities included participating in the assessment of applications to the
Simon Cumbers Media Challenge Fund, administered by Connect World for Irish
Aid. The BCI also provided sponsorship to a number of industry conferences and
events throughout the year including the Galway Film Fleadh, the Guth Gafa
Festival in Donegal and the Dublin International Film Festival.
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Sound & Vision Tuarascdil 2007

Buaicphointi Craolachiin

I measc na mbuaicphointi craolachdin a tharla le linn 2007 bhi ‘The Running
Mate’, sraith drdmajochta pholaititil Gaeilge, a ghnéthaigh goleor ainmnitichainle
haghaidh Gradam Scannéin agus Teilifise na hEireann (IFTA) 2008. Taispeanadh
‘Cré na Cille’, priomhscannan bunaithe ar trscéal Mhairtin Ui Chadhain, don
chéad uair ar TG4 ar La Fhéile Stiofdin 2007. Cuireadh tis leis an dara sraith
de ‘Aifric’, draima Gaeilge a bhfuil an-chla air, le linn Fémbhair na bliana 2007.
Ghnothaigh an chéad sraith den sobaldhrama seo go leor gradam ag féilte éagsila
i rith na bliana ina measc IFTA don chlar is fearr do phaisti/daoine 6ga.

I measc na gcraolachan eile a bhi suntasach bhi an sraith beochana réamhscoile
‘Fluffy Gardens’; ‘Red Mist, scannan faisnéise faoinar tharla d’Eire i Saipan
agus; ‘Grassroots of the GAA’, sraith sé phairt faoin mhealltacht aitiil atd ag an
eagraiocht CLG.

Féilti & Gradaim

Taispednadh moran de na scanndin faisnéise a fuair maoiniti 6 Sound g Vision ag
priomh-fhéilti scannén faisnéise Eireannacha in Eirinn, ina measc an fhéile ‘Guth
Gafa’ i nDtn na nGall agus an fhéile ‘Stranger than Fiction’ i mBaile Atha Cliath.
Bhain an scannin faisnéise ealaine ‘Ar Lorg Shorcha’; mar gheall ar shaol an
amhranai/scribhneora Sorcha Ni Ghuairim; an gradam amach do chlar teilifise
na bliana ag Oireachtas na Gaeilge, agus bhuaigh ‘Fear an Oiledin’ an gradam do
Spiorad na Féile ag Féile na Mean Ceilteach. Bhi tri chlar faisnéise a fuair tacaiocht
6 Sound & Vision mar chuid den snaithe ‘Arts Lives’ ar RTE i rith na bliana.

Eisiodh ceithre phriomhscannin a fuair tacajocht 6 Sound & Vision i 2007 agus
bhuadar lion mér gradam ina dhiaidh sin. Toghadh ‘32A’; scannan faoi scéal
theacht in aois chailin 6ig; mar an gCéad Phriomhscannan is Fearr ag Fleadh
Scannan na Gaillimhe. T4 iliomad gradam idirnaisitinta buaite ag ‘Garage’; scéal
greanntraigéideach ina bhfuil Pat Shortt mar phriomhaisteoir agus atd suite i

mbaile beag lartire; ina measc an Gradam CICAE ag an ‘Directors’ Fortnight’ i
Cannes. Roghnaiodh “Kings”; scéal mar gheall ar ghriipa Gaeilgeoiri 6 Chonamara
a chuaigh ar imirce go Londain, go hoifigitiil mar iarrataséir ar Ghradam Academy
ag an 8ot Searmanas Academy sa chatagéir ‘Best Foreign Language Film’.

Maoiniu Teilifise-firici agus figitiiri
Is iad clair faisnéise i gconai an seanra teilifise is mo éilimh. Le linn 2007 fuair
clair faisnéise leithdhaileadh de nach mér 60% den mhaoinit a bhi ar fail, agus

aghaidh & thabhairt ar théamai a bhain le stair agus oidhreacht, ceol, na healaiona,
beathaisnéis agus cultar.

Ba ghné thabhachtach de chinnti maoinitichdin na bliana 2007 an tacaiocht
leantinach a tugadh faoin scéim Sound & Vision chun clair beochana a 1éirid.
Tuigeann BCI go mbaineann costais atd go suntasach ard leis an tsednra seo
agus bhi sé sasta maoiniti de €1.3m a thabhairt don tséanra. Gné eile a bhfuil
failte roimpi is ea an méadu ar chldir bheochana a ghintear anois in Eirinn agus i
nGaeilge chomh maith

Fuair earndil na scannan tacaiocht laidir trid an scéim agus fuair seacht gcinn de
na ctig mholtai déag a fuarthas i rith na bliana tacaiocht mhaoinitichain de bhreis
is €2m; 15% den leithdhaileadh iomlan thar dha bhabhta, i 2007.

Ba chlair dhatheangacha né clair Ghaeilge iad 34% de na clair teilifise a fuair
maoinitchan, forbairt an-dearfach gur méadu é ar 2006 agus a chuireann le
mealltacht na teanga tri chlair ar ard-chaighdedn a dhéanamh.

Forbairt spéisitiil le linn 2007 is ea an méadt leantinach ar an lion craoltéiri atd ag
teacht ar an gciste. Thug iomldn d’ocht gcraoltoir litreacha gealltanais i leith 100
clar ar tugadh tacaiocht maoinitichdin déibh. T4, agus beidh, na clair sin ar fail do
lucht féachana in Eirinn ar bhonn saorchraolta. Mérfhorbairt eile le linn 2007, 6
thaobh an chraoltéra de, ab ea solathar maoinitichdin do sheirbhisi teilifise pobail.

www.bci.ie/broadcast_funding_scheme 7
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Sound & Vision Tuarascdil 2007

Maoinit Raidi6 - firici agus figitiri

Cé gurb iad clair fhaisnéise i gconai an seanra is moé a fuair maoiniti 6 scéim
Sound & Vision an BCI folaionn na staitistici an ilghnéitheacht clar laistigh de
chatagoéir na gclar faisnéise ina ndéantar freastal ar théamai ilchinealacha ar nés
na healaiona, an stair, an dilra, ceol agus beathaisnéis.

Bhi méada chomh maith maidir le cldir do phaisti i 2007, i gcomparaid le 2000,
agus fuair ceithre chlar sa tseanra sin leithdhaileadh de 5.2% den chiste iomlan.
Ar an gcaoi chéanna, d’éirigh go maith le dramai raidi6 agus tsaideadh 11.3% den
chiste chun tacaiocht a thabhairt do 29 clar nua.

O thaobh an chraoltéra de, ghlac lion suntasach stisitin trichtéla le maoinit 6n
gciste ar leibhéal naisitinta, réigitinda agus aititil, chomh maith le staisitin pobail.
B’ionann na craoltéiri sin agus 86% diobh sitid a thug litreacha gealltanais clair a
rinne Sound & Vision maoinit orthu a chraoladh, agus b’iad craoltéiri seirbhise
poibli agus craoltéiri eile an 14% a bhi fagtha.

Ceann de phriomh-riachtanais an Choimisitiin Eorpaigh i leith na scéime is ea
go mbeadh 25% no nios moé de na clair a dhéantar maoiniti orthu i nGaeilge né
dhatheangach. Riomhtar an céatadan sin ar feadh na bliana agus cuirtear raidio
agus teilifis san direamh. O thaobh an raidi6 de, bhi 13.7% de na cléir a rinneadh
maoiniti orthu dhatheangach né i nGaeilge.

I2

Tabla 1 — Maoinit1 Raidid

Iarratais Maoiniu a Iarratais ar Maoinitichan

R Faighte Eiliodh éirigh leo a Damhadh

Babhta 3

Babhta 4

Babhta 5

Iomlan

Maoiniu le haghaidh Scéimeanna Speisialta

Déanann an Scéim Maoinitchain Craoltéireachta solathar chomh maith do
mhaoinitichin le haghaidh Scéimeanna Speisialta, lasmuigh de ghnath-bhabhtai
maoinitchdin Sound & Vision. Ta maoinitichdn i gcomhair Scéimeanna Speisialta
ar fail 6 Mhedn Fémhar 2006 agus ni mor do thionscnaimh a thaigheann maoiniti
réimse cuspéiri a shasamh. Airitear leo sin soldthar clar ata de réir bhunscéim
Sound & Vision. T4 béim chomh maith ar naisc ldidre a chrutha leis an earnail
craolachdin agus le gniomhaireachtai seirbhise poibli eile agus forbairt an tionscail
a chothti. Sprioc dheiridh a bhaineann le maoinitichan le haghaidh Scéimeanna
Speisialta is ea go mbionn déthain soltbthacht ann le freagairt thapaidh a
dhéanambh ar riachtanais na hearnala craolachain. T4 5% d’iomlan chiste Sound &
Vision ar fail gach bliain chun tacaiocht a thabhairt do Scéimeanna Speisialta. Go
dti seo ta maoinia faighte ag ctig scéim speisialta.
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